Combination chemotherapy with cisplatin, etoposide, and vindesine in non-small cell lung carcinoma: a clinical trial of the EORTC lung cancer working party.
A combination of cisplatin (60 mg/m2 on Day 1), etoposide (120 mg/m2 on Days 3, 5, and 7), and vindesine (1.5 mg/m2 on Days 1 and 7), repeated every 3 weeks, was administered to 73 patients with non-small cell bronchogenic carcinoma. After two full courses, the results could be evaluated in 62 patients, 25 (40.3%) of whom responded (five complete responses, 20 partial responses). The median survival for the responding patients (12 months) was significantly superior (P = 0.02) to that of the nonresponding patients. There were three early toxic deaths from sepsis associated with granulocytopenia, and seven patients presented peripheral neuropathy. Although active in non-small cell bronchogenic carcinoma, the combination of cisplatin, etoposide, and vindesine does not appear to be superior to cisplatin-etoposide or cisplatin-vindesine when our previous experience and the results reported from other institutions are considered.